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A * T-e coincidence of faulty planning and the present cold wave in 
aenaany has caused serious disturbances in East German factories 
producing liquid fuels. Most of these enterprises have entirely 
exhausted their coal supply. The coal reserves which, according to 
p.an, tne plants were to have on hand, sere distributed to the 
civilian population after the June 1953 riots on the strength of 
“ deCre ® of tha Council of Minister:*. No new supplies- were provided. 

2„ As- & resul t of the cold- and the lack' -of coal, the pipe lines of ' 

dur^-nu- rflrif v en “ not be mined in »on#ai Vay 

dar.n e ifenuiry lf54 because the ground was frozen to such a degree 

• re ' SB6 WSa I" order- to alleviate the 

situation as nucn as possible,- the Sspenhain- aiid BoehTen enterprises • 

£? , were order ® d by the Ministry for Heave Industry 

”‘ xn * -* * lth the aid of explosives; The- Ministry for 

;iS f” d ^! tr i, at th ® •«* »• order thaf-the^errenleite 

plant i.-, to suop production as long as the cold wave Tests and to 

. fo f G *' Rti °fif purposes only. On 2 February 1 954 , Wife" 
aoh«lerie»--,fabrik- Brandenburg stopped production as a result of - 
the cold, VEB Teerwerk Erkner stopped production one Say' late- ■ 

wcuJd be^-T 19 S}> th l Schwarab « id « enterprise announced that' it 
Tori 4 *? ® blt *®f st °P production within' a 1W days-/ " On * -Februhrv 
only Sref lays!* facto ^ reported that it had-roal' era^fi**' for 


25X1A 
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